
	

Potatau	Te	Wherowhero		
	
Te	Wherowhero	was	born	in	Waikato	towards	the	
end	of	the	eighteenth	century.	He	was	the	eldest	
son	of	a	Waikato	warrior	chief,	Te	Rau-anga-anga,	
and	Parengaope	of	Ngati	Koura.	He	belonged	to	
the	senior	chiefly	line	of	Ngati	Mahuta,	and	was	
descended	from	the	captains	of	the	Tainui	and	Te	
Arawa	canoes.		
	
Te	Wherowhero	grew	up	in	the	period	of	peace	
that	followed	the	great	victory	of	Waikato	over	
Ngati	Toa	in	the	battle	called	Hingakaka,	at	Te	
Mangeo,	near	Lake	Ngaroto.	He	was	taught	
traditional	lore	by	his	father	and	later	learned	sacred	knowledge	at	Te	Papa-o-Rotu,	
the	Waikato	whare	wananga	at	Whatawhata.	He	also	trained	as	a	warrior,	and	when	
his	relative	Te	Uira	was	killed	by	Ngati	Toa,	he	took	part	in	warfare	against	them.	
	
He	led	Waikato	against	an	invasion	by	the	musket-armed	Nga	Puhi	of	Hongi	Hika.		
Hongi	Hika	was	seeking	revenge	for	the	deaths	of	several	relatives	at	the	hands	of	
Waikato	allies	in	Tamaki	and	Hauraki.	He	led	3,000	warriors	to	the	Waitemata	
Harbour;	they	dragged	their	canoes	to	the	Manukau	Harbour,	and	went	from	there	
to	the	Waikato	River	by	way	of	the	Awaroa	Stream.	Waikato	delayed	the	invaders	by	
felling	trees	into	the	stream.	They	concentrated	their	defence	at	Matakitaki	pa,	
where	10,000	people	gathered	under	Te	Wherowhero's	command	in	May	1822.	
When	Nga	Puhi	attacked,	a	panic	seized	the	defenders,	many	of	whom	had	not	
experienced	musket	warfare	before.	There	was	a	rush	to	escape	the	pa	and	many	
people	were	trampled	to	death.	Te	Wherowhero	led	a	defensive	fight,	at	one	point	
single-handedly.	
	
Waikato	settled	further	south	for	several	years,	for	fear	of	further	Nga	Puhi	attacks.	
Te	Wherowhero	lived	at	Orongokoekoea	on	the	upper	Mokau	River.	His	wife,	
Whakaawi,	gave	birth	there	to	their	son	Matutaera.	When	peace	was	made	with	Nga	
Puhi	in	1823,	Waikato	gradually	returned	to	their	homes.	The	peace	was	cemented	
by	the	marriage	of	Te	Wherowhero's	close	relative,	Kati,	to	Matire	Toha	of	Nga	Puhi.	
Their	daughter	was	Te	Paea.	
	
Missionaries	arrived	in	Waikato	in	the	mid	1830s.	Their	growing	influence	was	
demonstrated	by	the	release	in	1840	of	slaves	taken	during	the	Taranaki	wars.	
Although	he	attended	church	services,	Te	Wherowhero	was	never	baptised.		
	
In	March	1840	Captain	W.	C.	Symonds	brought	a	copy	of	the	Treaty	of	Waitangi	to	
Manukau,	where	Te	Wherowhero	was	living	at	Awhitu.	He	refused	a	number	of	
times	to	sign	the	treaty	but	was	kindly	disposed	towards	the	European	government.	
In	May	1844	he	provided	a	huge	banquet	for	a	great	intertribal	gathering	at	
Remuera.	His	influence	at	the	meeting	impressed	on	Governor	Robert	FitzRoy	the	
fact	that	Auckland's	security	depended	on	Waikato	friendship.	In	the	1840s	Te	



	

Wherowhero's	cottage	at	Pukekawa,	in	the	Auckland	Domain,	was	the	scene	of	
much	discussion	of	issues	arising	from	the	signing	of	the	Treaty	of	Waitangi.	He	was	
one	of	the	chiefs	who	sold	land	to	the	government	in	the	Manukau	area.	However,	
he	protested	to	Queen	Victoria	over	the	1846	instruction	from	Earl	Grey,	secretary	of	
state	for	the	colonies,	that	all	land	not	actually	occupied	or	cultivated	by	Maori	was	
to	be	regarded	as	Crown	property,	in	contravention	of	the	guarantees	of	the	Treaty	
of	Waitangi.		
	
In	1848	Te	Wherowhero	was	one	of	those	who	accompanied	Te	Rauparaha's	return	
to	his	people	at	Otaki,	on	his	release	from	government	custody.	At	Governor	George	
Grey's	request	Te	Wherowhero	and	some	of	his	followers	moved	to	Mangere	and	in	
1849	he	signed	an	agreement	to	provide	military	protection	for	the	city	of	Auckland.	
	
A	movement	arose	in	the	1850s	to	establish	a	Maori	king	to	protect	Maori	land	from	
alienation	and	to	make	laws	to	end	internal	strife.	Matene	Te	Whiwhi	travelled	
throughout	New	Zealand	seeking	a	chief	of	high	standing	who	was	willing	to	be	king.	
Iwikau	Te	Heuheu	Tukino	III,	of	Ngati	Tuwharetoa,	suggested	that	Te	Wherowhero	
should	be	approached,	and	his	choice	was	supported	by	Wiremu	Tamihana,	of	Ngati	
Haua.	Te	Wherowhero	was	reluctant	to	take	on	the	role	of	peacemaker	while	the	
death	of	one	of	his	relatives,	Rangianewa,	at	the	hands	of	Ngati	Haua	in	1825,	was	
unavenged.	Peace	was	made,	however,	and	after	lengthy	negotiations	Te	
Wherowhero	accepted	the	kingship,	and	was	installed	at	Ngaruawahia	in	1858.	
	
	In	his	speech	of	acceptance	he	stressed	the	spirit	of	unity	symbolised	by	the	
kingship,	likening	his	position	to	the	'eye	of	the	needle	through	which	the	white,	
black	and	red	threads	must	pass.'	He	enjoined	his	people	to	'hold	fast	to	love,	to	the	
law,	and	to	faith	in	God.'	
	
Te	Wherowhero	never	regarded	the	kingship	as	being	in	opposition	to	the	
sovereignty	of	Queen	Victoria,	and	wanted	to	work	co-operatively	with	the	
government.	Some	of	his	associates,	however,	sought	to	prevent	or	hinder	
government	activities	in	areas	which	supported	the	King.	Te	Wherowhero	opposed	
their	levying	of	port	dues	on	ships	at	Kawhia	Harbour,	and	threatened	to	leave	
Waikato	and	return	to	Mangere	if	tribute	continued	to	be	demanded	from	
government	mail	canoes	using	the	Waipa	River.	
	
Te	Wherowhero	had	been	much	consulted	by	governors	George	Grey	and	Thomas	
Gore	Browne	on	matters	concerning	Maori.	However,	after	his	acceptance	of	the	
kingship	he	was	increasingly	estranged	from	the	governor's	confidence.	As	land	
disputes	increased	in	number	and	severity	Te	Wherowhero	was	in	many	cases	forced	
into	a	position	of	opposition	to	government	policy.	
	
Potatau	Te	Wherowhero	died	at	Ngaruawahia	on	25	June	1860.	Many	tribes	
gathered	to	pay	their	last	tributes	to	him.	He	was	succeeded	as	King	by	his	son	
Tawhiao.	
	 	



	

William	Hobson	
	
William	Hobson	was	born	in	Waterford,	Ireland,	on	26	
September	1792,	and	joined	the	Royal	Navy	before	his	
10th	birthday,	signing	on	as	a	2nd	class	volunteer,	in		
1803.	
	
He	arrived	in	New	Zealand	on	29	January	1840	as	
lieutenant-governor	of	a	colony	that	did	not	yet	exist	and	
the	extent	of	which	had	not	been	decided.	His	task	was	to	
take	possession	of	it	with	the	consent	of	as	many	Māori	chiefs	as	possible.	
Though	Hobson	had	no	draft	treaty	to	guide	him,	the	colonial	secretary,	Lord	
Normanby,	had	given	him	instructions	prepared	by	James	Stephen	of	the	Colonial	
Office:	
	
All	dealings	with	the	Aborigines	for	their	Lands	must	be	conducted	on	the	same	
principles	of	sincerity,	justice,	and	good	faith	as	must	govern	your	transactions	with	
them	for	the	recognition	of	Her	Majesty's	Sovereignty	in	the	Islands.	Nor	is	this	all.	
They	must	not	be	permitted	to	enter	into	any	Contracts	in	which	they	might	be	
ignorant	and	unintentional	authors	of	injuries	to	themselves.	You	will	not,	for	
example,	purchase	from	them	any	Territory	the	retention	of	which	by	them	would	be	
essential,	or	highly	conducive,	to	their	own	comfort,	safety	or	subsistence.	The	
acquisition	of	Land	by	the	Crown	for	the	future	Settlement	of	British	Subjects	must	be	
confined	to	such	Districts	as	the	Natives	can	alienate	without	distress	or	serious	
inconvenience	to	themselves.	To	secure	the	observance	of	this	rule	will	be	one	of	the	
first	duties	of	their	official	protector.	
	
The	sovereignty	of	the	Maori	people,	ratified	by	Busby's	Declaration	of	
Independence	of	New	Zealand	of	October	1835,	was	reaffirmed.	Hobson	was	to	
obtain	land	from	Maori	'by	fair	and	equal	contracts',	reselling	to	settlers	at	a	profit	to	
fund	future	operations.  
	
He	issued	invitations	to	Maori	leaders	to	a	meeting	at	Waitangi.	In	the	meantime	
Busby	and	Hobson	drafted	the	treaty.	The	meeting	was	held	on	5	February	in	a	large	
marquee	in	front	of	Busby's	house.	Henry	Williams,	CMS	missionary,	was	interpreter,	
and	Hobson	was	joined	on	the	platform	by	Busby,	Nias,	and	Catholic,	Wesleyan	and	
Church	of	England	missionaries.	The	British	flag	was	lowered	and	the	treaty	read	out	
in	English	and	Maori.	Maori	leaders	then	spoke:	the	first	speakers	were	against	the	
treaty,	but	the	feeling	of	the	meeting	changed	when	Tamati	Waka	Nene,	Hone	Heke	
and	Patuone,	who	had	been	counselled	by	the	missionaries,	commended	it.	
	
Next	day	Hobson	received	signatures	from	over	40	chiefs,	26	of	whom	had	
previously	signed	the	1835	Declaration	of	Independence;	it	would	later	become	
obvious	that	Henry	Williams's	translation	of	the	treaty,	and	thus	Maori	
understanding	of	it,	was	inadequate.	
	
	A	week	later	Hobson	and	his	staff	went	to	a	meeting	at	Mangungu,	Hokianga,	



	

attended	by	2,000–3,000	Maori.	There	was	concerted	opposition	to	the	treaty,	but	
after	Hobson	had	warned	through	his	interpreter	that	Maori	would	lose	their	lands	
to	the	untrustworthy	Europeans	he	had	been	sent	to	govern,	and	had	given	
assurances	that	the	Crown	would	protect	their	lands,	56	or	more	chiefs	signed.	
	
Hobson	sailed	on	21	February	to	the	Waitemata	Harbour,	at	the	invitation	of	Apihai	
Te	Kawau,	intending	to	survey	it	as	the	location	of	the	future	capital,	and	to	get	
signatures	from	other	North	Island	Maori.			Shortland	had	begun	to	organise	the	
collection	of	signatures	on	copies	of	the	treaty	in	various	parts	of	the	country,	and	
Bunbury	sailed	with	some	soldiers	on	the	Herald	to	Coromandel,	the	Bay	of	Plenty,	
the	East	Coast,	the	South	Island	and	Port	Nicholson	(Wellington)	for	the	same	
purpose.	
	
On	18	September	the	British	flag	was	raised	on	the	shore	of	the	Waitemata	Harbour,	
and	preparations	made	for	establishing	the	capital	there.	The	town	was	named	after	
Hobson's	patron,	Lord	Auckland.	In	October	the	first	40	immigrants	arrived,	from	
Australia.		
	
New	Zealand	became	a	Crown	colony	separate	from	New	South	Wales	when	Hobson	
took	the	oath	as	governor	and	commander	in	chief	on	3	May	1841;	a	royal	charter	
had	been	signed	by	Queen	Victoria	the	previous	November.		
	
Hobson’s	authority	was	challenged	by	Maori	and	Pakeha	alike.		After	the	murders	of	
a	European	family,	their	servant	and	a	Maori	child	in	the	Bay	of	Islands	in	November	
1841,	a	Maori	uprising	was	feared.	However,	the	Supreme	Court	trial	and	
subsequent	execution	of	Maketu	occurred	without	conflict,	and	was	taken	to	
emphasise	the	rule	of	law	over	both	races.	An	outbreak	of	intertribal	warfare	and	
cannibalism	at	Thames	was	another	challenge	to	Hobson's	authority:	the	offending	
chief,	Taraia,	wrote	to	him,	saying	the	fighting	was	a	Maori	affair	only.	At	first	
Hobson	intended	to	send	soldiers,	but	finally	his	officials	with	the	assistance	of	
missionaries	calmed	the	situation	and	admonished	the	participants.		
	
Hobson's	government	was	ridiculed	and	criticised	by	journalists	in	Wellington	and	
Auckland.	Over-protective	of	his	authority,	he	took	their	words	too	seriously.	The	
New	Zealand	Herald	and	Auckland	Gazette	under	the	editorship	of	Samuel	Martin,	
who	made	swinging	attacks	on	land	policy	and	government	expenditure,	was	closed	
down.		
	
In	ill	health	Hobson	suffered	a	second	stroke	and	died	on	10	September	1842.	After	a	
military	funeral	he	was	interred	in	a	brick	vault	at	the	Grafton	cemetery.		
	
A	firm	Christian	believer	and	member	of	the	Church	of	England,	he	showed	marked	
tolerance	for	other	denominations.	In	his	official	duties	he	strove	to	be	just,	and	saw	
protection	of	the	Maori	as	a	major	reason	for	establishing	British	rule.	He	could	be	
obstinate	and	lacking	in	diplomacy.	He	was	capable	of	poor	decisions,	but	the	
tragedy	of	his	governorship	arose	mainly	from	his	ill	health	and	inept	advisers,	and	
unrealistic	Colonial	Office	policy	towards	the	new	colony.	



	

Henry	Williams		
	
Henry	Williams	(1792-1864)	was	a	former	Royal	
Navy	lieutenant	who	served	in	the	Napoleonic	
Wars.	In	1823,	as	an	Anglican	priest,	he	was	
appointed	to	head	CMS’s	mission	in	New	Zealand.		
	
Under	his	forceful	personality,	the	mission	was	
highly	successful,	influencing	several	thousand	
Māori	to	convert	and	spreading	its	influence	
through	much	of	the	North	Island.		By	the	late	
1830s,	Williams	and	most	missionaries	actively	
supported	British	annexation,	believing	it	necessary	
to	protect	Māori	from	lawless	Europeans.	They	also	
supported	measures	intended	to	protect	Māori	from	fraudulent	dealings,	such	as	the	
prohibition	on	private	land	purchases	and	the	investigation	of	existing	purchases.	
	
On	4	February	1840,	Williams	and	his	son	Edward	were	given	one	night	to	translate	
the	technical	language	of	Hobson	and	Busby's	draft	Treaty	of	Waitangi	into	Māori.	
Henry	Williams	realised	that	his	role	was	critical.	Like	many	others,	he	thought	that	
Māori	would	be	better	off	under	British	sovereignty.	He	knew	the	chiefs	would	not	
agree	to	a	treaty	that	took	too	much	power	from	them.	The	translation	was	key	to	
getting	Māori	agreement.	This	may	be	why	the	words	used	in	the	translation	had	
certain	emphases	and	were	not	a	mirror	of	the	English	but	a	particular	type	of	
missionary	Māori	that	would	be	familiar	to	the	chiefs.	His	Maori	version	of	the	treaty	
was	not	a	literal	translation	from	the	English	draft	and	did	not	convey	clearly	the	
cession	of	sovereignty.	
	
The	translation	was	presented	to	some	500	Māori	on	5	February.	For	several	hours	
chiefs	spoke	for	and	against	it.	They	debated	the	document	late	into	the	night,	with	
Henry	Williams	on	hand	to	explain	and	clarify	points.	He	told	Māori	that	they	would	
be	'one	people	with	the	English,	in	the	suppression	of	wars,	and	of	every	lawless	act;	
under	one	Sovereign,	and	one	Law,	human	and	divine'.	The	newly	arrived	surveyor-
general,	Felton	Mathew,	who	only	spoke	English,	gathered	that	Māori	would	have	
‘full	power	over	their	own	people	–	remaining	perfectly	independent’.			
	
These	reassurances,	along	with	tiredness	and	a	shortage	of	food,	probably	helped	
convince	some	chiefs.	By	the	morning	of	6	February,	most	chiefs	just	wanted	to	sign	
and	go	home.		He	later	travelled	to	the	southern	North	Island	and	the	Marlborough	
Sounds	to	gain	signatures.	His	personal	mana	undoubtedly	influenced	many	chiefs	to	
sign.	
	
In	his	discussions	with	Maori	leaders	Henry	placed	the	treaty	in	the	best	possible	
light	and	this,	and	his	mana,	were	major	factors	in	the	treaty's	acceptance.	
Undoubtedly,	therefore,	he	must	bear	some	of	the	responsibility	for	the	failure	of	
the	Treaty	of	Waitangi	to	provide	the	basis	for	peaceful	settlement	and	a	lasting	
understanding	between	Maori	and	European.	



	

	
	
	
He	was	criticised	after	the	sack	of	Kororareka	in	1845	and	also	harshly	criticised	for	
his	land	holdings.	After	1845,	Governor	George	Grey	questioned	Williams’s	title	to	
land	he	had	bought	near	Paihia,	although	it	had	been	officially	investigated	and	
confirmed.	The	embarrassment	this	caused	led	to	his	sacking	as	head	of	the	New	
Zealand	CMS	Mission,	but	he	was	later	reinstated.		
	
Henry	Williams's	abiding	concern	for	the	Maori	was	apparent	in	his	distress	at	the	
outbreak	of	warfare	with	the	Pakeha	again	in	1860.	In	private	correspondence	he	
was	critical	of	the	government	officials	and	their	policies,	but	he	remained	largely	
aloof	from	the	public	debate	about	the	war.	In	1862	he	wrote	to	his	brother-in-law,	
Edward	Marsh:	'I	feel	our	work	is	drawing	to	a	close;	and	were	it	not	for	the	Maories,	
I	should	have	relinquished	all	long	since.	But	I	feel	bound	to	them'.	After	several	
years	of	deteriorating	health,	Henry	Williams	died	on	16	July	1867.	His	passing	was	
perhaps	most	keenly	felt	by	the	northern	Maori	among	whom	he had	lived	for	most	
of	his	life.	
	 	



	

Āpihai	Te	Kawau	
	
Apihai	Te	Kawau	was	born	towards	the	
end	of	the	eighteenth	century.	His	
father	was	Tarahawaiki	and	his	mother	
was	Mokorua,	who	was	descended	from	
the	Waiohua	people.	Te	Kawau's	
grandfather	was	Tuperiri,	principal	
leader	of	Te	Taou	hapu	of	Ngati	Whatua	
who	overran	the	Auckland	isthmus	
around	1740,	defeating	the	Waiohua	
who	became	the	Nga	Oho	and	Te	
Uringutu	hapu	of	Ngati	Whatua.	Thus	Te	Kawau,	the	inheritor	of	several	chiefly	lines	
of	Ngati	Whatua	and	known	as	'the	man	of	many	cousins',	had	connections	which	
enabled	him	to	become	a	unifying	and	leading	person	in	Ngati	Whatua	on	the	
Tamaki	isthmus.	
	
In	his	youth	Te	Kawau	probably	fought	against	Nga	Puhi.		Moremonui,	a	Ngati	
Whatua	victory	in	1807was	the	major	battle	of	the	time.	Later	he	was	one	of	the	
leaders	of	the	war	expedition	which	became	known	as	Te	Amiowhenua	or	'the	
encircling	of	the	land'.		He	joined	forces	with	the	Waikato	chief	Te	Wherowhero,	
adding	800	men	to	fight	Hongi	Hika's	Nga	Puhi	invasion	at	Matakitaki	and	at	
Mangauika	pa,	battles	that	were	disasters	for	Waikato.	In	June	1822	Te	Kawau	
returned	to	Tamaki	and	Kaipara,	having	covered	1,000	miles	in	one	of	the	longest	
war	expeditions	ever	undertaken.	
	
Having	helped	the	Waikato	forces	at	Matakitaki,	Te	Kawau	feared	attack	by	Nga	
Puhi,	who	were	also	seeking	revenge	for	the	Moremonui	battle	in	which	two	of	
Hongi	Hika's	brothers	had	been	killed.		Warfare	against	Nga	Puhi	culminated	in	1825	
in	the	battle	of	Te	Ika-a-ranga-nui.	Te	Kawau	left	Okahu	to	join	his	people	at	this	
battle,	but	arrived	too	late	for	what	was	a	severe	Ngati	Whatua	defeat.		The	hapu	of	
Ngati	Whatua	on	the	Tamaki	isthmus	scattered,	leaving	the	isthmus	depopulated.	
Only	after	Hongi's	death	in	1828	were	Ngati	Whatua	able	to	return	to	Tamaki,	where	
they	resumed	their	cultivations	at	Mangere,	Onehunga	and	Horotiu,	and	their	land	
at	Orakei.	
	
At	Manukau	Harbour,	on	20	March	1840,	Te	Kawau	signed	a	copy	of	the	Treaty	of	
Waitangi.	Ngati	Whatua	were	seeking	British	protection	against	their	Nga	Puhi	
enemies.			Shortly	after	signing	the	treaty,	Te	Kawau	made	available	land	for	a	new	
settlement	on	the	Waitemata	Harbour.	This	decision	was	reached	after	a	major	
meeting	at	Kohimarama,	called	by	Te	Kawau	as	leader	of	Ngati	Whatua.	Discussions	
were	inconclusive	until	Te	Kawau's	tohunga,	Titai,	went	into	a	trance	and	uttered	the	
following	prophecy:	
	
What	is	this	wind	that	softly	blows	
'Tis	the	warm	wind	from	the	north	
That	blew	the	nautilus	shell	ashore	

I	will	go	and	fetch	the	carved	post	
And	establish	it	in	the	Waitemata	
Our	desire	will	then	be	fulfilled!



	

This	prophecy	was	taken	as	an	indication	that	if	the	centre	of	government	could	be	
established	on	the	Waitemata	Harbour	the	survival	of	Ngati	Whatua	would	be	
ensured.		
	
Te	Rewiti,	Te	Kawau's	nephew,	was	sent	to	the	Bay	of	Islands	to	invite	the	new	
lieutenant	governor,	William	Hobson,	and	negotiations	led	to	the	sale	of	3,000	acres	
of	land	for	the	site	of	Auckland.	By	the	deed,	signed	on	20	October	1840,	Te	Kawau	
and	three	other	leaders	received	£50	and	a	quantity	of	blankets,	clothing	and	goods.	
As	patron	of	the	colony's	new	capital	Te	Kawau	undoubtedly	enhanced	his	mana.	As	
the	settlement	of	Auckland	expanded	he	was	drawn	into	its	affairs,	becoming	a	close	
friend	of	William	Martin,	the	colony's	first	chief	justice.	
	
In	1844	he	forced	the	government	to	make	concessions	to	Maori	in	penal	matters.	
When	one	of	his	tribe,	Te	Mania,	was	rescued	from	the	court	where	he	had	been	
sentenced	to	imprisonment	for	petty	theft,	Te	Kawau	showed	that	the	government's	
military	force	was	inadequate	to	coerce	him.	A	compromise	was	reached	whereby	
any	Maori	convicted	of	theft	would	pay	fourfold	compensation	for	stolen	goods	as	
an	alternative	to	imprisonment.	The	Native	Exemption	Ordinance	was	in	keeping	
with	Maori	values	but	it	also	reflected	the	degree	to	which	Maori	leaders	were	
politically	dominant.	In	Auckland	Te	Kawau	maintained	the	peace	on	terms	
acceptable	to	his	tribe.	
	
In	the	1840s	Te	Kawau	was	also	becoming	more	involved	with	the	Anglican	
missionaries.	His	first	contact	was	with	Samuel	Marsden,	whom	he	had	met	on	
Marsden's	1820	visit.	Marsden	had	been	much	impressed	by	Te	Kawau's	imposing	
bearing	and	tall	frame,	and	by	his	concern	for	his	kin.	Before	Te	Kawau's	conversion	
to	Christianity	could	be	completed,	however,	Maori	custom	had	to	be	reconciled	
with	missionary	values.	He	was	married	to	Kiripiro	of	Te	Taou	and	had	several	other	
wives;	his	reluctance	to	give	up	any	of	them	probably	delayed	his	adoption	of	
Christianity.	He	was	finally	at	the	chapel	near	Orakei	pa	and	took	the	name	of	Apihai,	
after	the	biblical	Abishai,	who	was	a	great	warrior.	
	
In	1852	Te	Kawau	was	made	assessor	for	settling	disputes	between	Maori	in	the	
Auckland	district.		The	government	subsequently	awarded	him	a	pension	of	£50	a	
year.	By	then	his	initial	willingness	to	sell	land	had	given	way	to	caution.	From	at	
least	the	early	1850s	he	spoke	out	publicly	against	land	sales,	and	in	1853	asked	
Governor	George	Grey	to	help	ensure	Ngati	Whatua	ownership	of	Orakei,	but	
further	land	was	lost	from	the	Orakei	block.		
	
In	1868	Te	Kawau	obtained	from	the	Native	Land	Court	a	certificate	of	title	to	700	
acres	at	Orakei,	the	last	Ngati	Whatua	land	in	the	area.	
	
Te	Kawau	died	at	Ongarahu,	Kaipara,	in	mid	November	1869.	He	was	survived	by	his	
son,	Te	Hira	Te	Kawau;	and	by	his	daughter,	Hera	Whakamana,	from	whom	are	
descended	many	Ngati	Whatua	people.	Te	Kawau	is	buried	at	Kaipara.	
	
	



	

Hone	Heke	
	
Ngāpuhi	chief	Hōne	Heke	was	an	influential	northern	
Māori	voice	in	favour	of	the	Treaty	of	Waitangi.	
However,	he	later	became	a	leading	opponent	of	
British	rule	in	New	Zealand.		Heke,	a	Christian,	had	a	
close	relationship	with	missionary	Henry	Williams,	and,	
at	the	signing	of	the	Treaty	in	1840,	he	believed	
Williams'	assurances	that	the	authority	of	Māori	chiefs	
would	be	protected.	
	
Ngāpuhi	chief	Hōne	Heke	was	a	powerful	leader.	He	was	noted	for	his	prowess	as	a	
warrior,	but	also	for	his	enterprise,	intelligence	and	energy	in	looking	after	his	
people’s	interests.	He	was	the	first	rangatira	(chief)	to	sign	the	Treaty	of	Waitangi.	
	
Heke	spoke	persuasively	in	favour	of	signing	an	agreement	with	the	British.		
'Governor,'	he	toldHobson,	'you	should	stay	with	us	and	be	like	a	father.	If	you	go	
away,	then	the	French	and	the	rum	sellers	will	take	us	Māori	over.'	The	following	
day,	he	was	the	first	of	more	than	40	northern	chiefs	to	sign	(although	his	signature	
is	fourth,	those	of	more	senior	chiefs	having	later	been	inserted	ahead	of	his).	
	
Four	years	later,	disillusioned	by	the	failure	of	colonisation	to	bring	his	people	
economic	prosperity	and	by	the	increasing	control	of	the	British	government	over	
Māori	affairs,	Heke	ordered	the	cutting	down	of	the	flagpole	at	the	British	
settlement	of	Kororareka	(which	had	recently	been	renamed	Russell).	This	was	
intended	to	show	displeasure	at	the	British	government	without	threatening	Pākehā	
settlers.	Over	the	following	months,	the	flagpole	was	re-erected	and	cut	down	again	
three	times.	The	final	felling,	in	March	1845,	signaled	war	between	British	troops	
and	some	northern	Maori.	War	broke	out	between	Heke	and	his	allies	and	
government	forces.	The	fighting	showed	the	government	what	formidable	warriors	
their	troops	were	up	against.		Peace	was	made,	but	for	the	rest	of	Heke’s	life	(he	
died	in	1850),	he	continued	to	promote	Maori	self-determination	in	meetings	and	
correspondence	with	the	government.		
	
	


