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HE AHA/ WHAT: 

Bastion Point occupation 

I HEA/ WHEN: 

5 January 1977 – 25 May 1978 

KEI HEA/ WHERE: 

Takaparawhau, Tāmaki Makaurau 

KO WAI/ WHO: 

Ngāti Whātua Ōrākei  

Joe Hawke 
Grant Hawke 
Mike Rameka 
Roger Rameka 
 

Eddie and Didi Hawke 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HE AHA AI/ WHY: 

Following the signing of the Treaty of Waitangi, Apihai Te Kawau the 
Ngāti Whātua chief took active steps to protect the alientation of 
Ngāti Whātua land in Tāmaki. Upon his passing his nephew Paora 
Tuhaere continued the legacy. Mutliple attempts over many years to 
ensure the land remained in Ngāti Whātua hands were unsuccessful. 

In 1886, the Crown used the Public Works Act 1882 (46 Vict No 37) to 
take ownership of 13 acres (5.3 ha) of Bastion Point for the purpose 
of defence. When in 1941 the Crown no longer needed Bastion Point 
for defence, it did not return the land to the Ngāti Whātua owners 
but instead gifted it to the Auckland City Council for a reserve. This 
was the last 60 acres (24.3 ha) of uncommitted land at Orakei that 
Ngāti Whātua still hoped to get back.   

In 1952, in preparation for the Queens 1952 Royal tour, the Auckland 
City Council burnt the Ngāti Whātua village at Ōkahu Bay to the 
ground, including homes and the marae Te Puru o Tāmaki. The 
Auckland City Council regarded the Ngait Whatua village as “…a 
dreadful eyesore and potential disease centre.” 

By this time Ngāti Whātua were landless apart from the ¼ acre 
cemetery that remined after the burning. Ngāti Whātua whanau wre 
relocatd into state houses but many other whanau were forced to 
move outside of Ōrākei because there were not enough homes. The 
area was turned into a park, just in time for the Queen’s 1952-1953 
Royal tour.  

 In 1976 the Crown announced that it planned to develop Bastion 
Point by selling it to the highest bidder for high-income housing. Ngāti 
Whātua maintained the land had been unjustly taken from them and 
were angered by plans to subdivide it for a private housing 
development. 

Led by Joe Hawke, members of his hapū, and other activists, formed 
the Orakei Māori Action Committee, taking direct action to stop the 
subdivision. In 1977–1978 the Ōrākei Māori Action Committee 
organised a peaceful non-resistent occupation of Bastion Point, 2 
days before construction of the housing was to start, to prevent its 
confiscation by the Muldoon Government.  
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X The occupiers constructed a marae called Te Arohanui and housing, 
and grew crops. A fire in a tent on September 28th 1977 caused the 
death of a young girl named Joanne Hawke, the niece of protest 
leader Joe Hawke. 

In February 1978, the government offered to return some land and 
houses to Ngāti Whātua if they paid $200,000 in development costs. 
The occupiers stayed put, but on 25 May – 506 days after they had 
arrived it ended when 600 police and personnel of the NZ 
Army forcibly removed the occupiers and destroyed the temporary 
buildings including the vegetable gardens and the marae.  

Two hundred and twenty two protesters were arrested (and the 
chickens and dogs). The occupation and the use of force to end it 
played a part in highlighting injustices against Māori, and the 
occupation became a major landmark in the history of Māori protest, 
inspiring other protests like Raglan Golf Course led by Eva Rickard.  

When the jurisdiction of the Waitangi Tribunal was widened to cover 
retrospective issues, Joe Hawke’s Ōrākei claim was the first historical 
claim to be heard. The Tribunal’s 1987 report recommended the 
return of land to Ngāti Whātua, and the following year the 
government agreed. 

It passed a new law, the Orakei Act 1991, to recognise the rights of 
Ngāti Whātua of Ōrākei under the Treaty of Waitangi. The Act 
returned an area of hapu land for a marae, a church, and an urupa, 
set aside an area of whenua rangatira, a Māori reserve for the benefit 
of the hapū and the people of Auckland and gave $3million in 
compensation for the treaty breaches. 

 
 

 


