
 

 

  



 

 

 

Te Ira Tangata – Hine-ahuone, humankind 

 

The time had come for the human form to be produced. Urutengangana was 

anxious that the earth should be provided with the element of ira tangata – human 

kind. He encouraged his siblings to search for the female element to enable the 

creation of woman. Urutengangana knew that the ira tangata needed would only 

come from the earth and not from himself or siblings as they were of ira atua.  

 

The guardians search was long, they searched both land and sea, then finally Tāne-

mahuta sought out his mother, Papatūānuku, for her advice and knowledge. 

Papatūānuku consoled Tāne-mahuta for his own and his siblings plight. Taking pity 

on him, she advised that he search for Kurawaka, for in that place the female is in a 

state of Potentiality, as she is tapu as she contains the seed of the likeness of 

humans. It would be here that he would find ira tangata, here that he would find 

the earth that would be essential to create the form of woman.  

 

Tāne-mahuta returned to his siblings and spoke of his mother’s words. They 

journeyed to Kurawaka and here they found the red clay that Papatūānuku had 

spoken of.  

 

The siblings shared in the creation of woman, each contributing to her form. The 

older siblings were responsible for the shaping of her body, and the younger added 

the flesh, fat, muscles and blood. Tukapua and a few others provided the lungs and 

kidneys. These parts were made separately and then fitted together. After this was 

completed, Tāne-mahuta put the breath of life into her mouth, nostrils and ears. 

The eyelids opened, the eyes lit up, breath came from the nostrils, hot breath from 

the mouth, and the living body sneezed. Tihei Mauri Ora! Tis the breath of life! 

 

But Tāne’s searching was not yet over. He sought a way in which to combine his 

elements with those of Hine Ahuone to create mortal life.  He searched her body, 

acting in her orifices.  These first contacts produced ear wa, tears, mucus, saliva 

and excreta.  But in acting within her clitoral opening, their male and female 

elements came together and Hine Titama was conceived. Within her human shape, 

Hine Ahuone held first human life. 

 

  


